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Patients with SCD are often disenfranchised and 
underrepresented in clinical research. This pilot 
adds to the work aimed at improving outcomes 
in this population. 

Due to opioid use and other sociodemographic 
factors, health care professionals and medical 
institutions may stigmatize persons with 
SCD. Future research should create targeted 
interventions for providers to reduce the 
stigmatization of SCD patients, so SCD patients 
receive equitable pain management and health 
care. 

Comprehensive health care is essential to 
improving the well-being and quality of life of 
this underserved population.
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information about this funding program.
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